294

No. 283

NOTE addressed to M. BARGETON, French Ambassador in Brussels, by
the Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, on August 28,  1939

(Transmitted at 8.38 p.m.)

(Received at 10 p.m.)

BY his note of August 28, 1939, the Ambassador of the French
Republic was good enough to define, on the occasion of the present
international crisis, the attitude that the French Government would
observe towards Belgium in the event of a conflict in Europe becoming
unavoidable.

The King's Government has taken note of this communication, by
which the Government of the Republic intimates that if Belgium in
such a contingency maintains her neutrality, the French Government
is firmly resolved, in conformity with its traditional policy, integrally
to respect this neutrality.

On its side, the King's Government, faithful to the policy of which
France took cognizance in the declaration of April 24, 1937, intends
to remain outside any conflict; consequently it will not tolerate any
violation of this neutrality and will resist with all the forces at its
disposal such violation if it should occur.

If, contrary to its expectation, Belgium were the object of an
aggression, she would not hesitate to appeal to France. She does not
doubt that in this case she would receive the assistance requested,
according to the assurances now renewed by the Government of the

Republic.

The King's Government thanks the Government of the Republic
for this fresh proof that it remains true to its traditional policy towards
Belgium.

No. 284

M. BARGETON, French Ambassador in Brussels,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Brussels, August 28,  1939.

(Received by telephone at 11.30 p.m.)

THE Prime Minister has just summoned me and requests me to
inform you that the Queen of the Netherlands and the King of the
Belgians have agreed to offer their "good offices" in view of a settle-
ment of the crisis. This offer is made to the Governments of France,
of England, of Germany, of Italy, and of Poland. An identical com-
munication is being made this evening by the Netherlands Govern-
ment to the representatives of the said five Powers at The Hague.

BARGETON.